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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To easily form various liglit-on patterns and permit 

detections with the iight-on pattern optimum to the detections, by using as a light source a 
iight-emitting part where a plurality of emission sources which can be independently 
controlled to be turned on off are arranged in two dimensions and controlling to change a 
light-on position of the light-emitting part. 

SOLUTION: For instance, an inspection light source apparatus for a character read 
apparatus comprises a light-emitting diode{LED) array light source 14 and a light source 
control means controlling the light-on off of the light source. The LED array light source 14 
has 12x18 (216 in total) LEDs 20, 20... arranged in two dimensions on a substrate 24. 
Each LED 20 can be independently turned on and controlled to be turned on off by the 
light source control means. The light source turn-on means controls a light-on position, 
thereby optionally changing the light-on position (light-on pattern) so that various light-on 
patterns can be formed. An S/N of an object to be detected is accordingly improved with 
ease. The object is detected under an optimum detection condition at all times by turning 
on the LEDs with the light-on pattern optimum to the detection. 
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